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By Jeann Lmsley
-“Knighi-Ridder Hﬁqsanm

ST. PAUL, Minfy.— Hxahly cuarded
government-spoasored. . analysns of

. suspected. biological ‘warfare agents
has been under way at the University

. of Minnesota for about two months.

. The work, conducted at the St. Paul
campus plant. pathology laboratory’
under  the direction- of Professor '
- ChestarJ. Mirocha, was done without
the knowledge of university officials
- and was undertaken despite univer-
sity policies prombmng classxﬁed or.

_secret research..:

Although some of the test rsnlts
have been ‘made public in recent.

weeks, many details, including meth! - . -

. ods of analysw and specific levels of
chemicals found, remain an-official
secret, according to the State Depart-

| 'should have been-informed of the
sproject. University-president C. Peter |
-Magrath was out of town and unavai-

il lableforcommemz”"f Pl SO

" “Thereis noplace at our umversxty
] for secret research, especzally if it
“applies to b.olo/gncal weapons,” said |
Martin .Dworkin,.. a - microbiology }

.professor He was-highlycrifical of. |
the university’s research during the'}.
"1960s into a crop-killing disease that-

' “If its secret it shouldn T be gomg
0n ” Dworkin said. -
Robert Hexter, chamnan of ‘the

. [ ‘I watotally unaware oft!ns, saxd.l

Stan. Kegter ivice-president of institue:
":tional relations, and the university’s .
.;acting:“president.-.Kegler 'sai¢" he

had- poxennal for use as a bxologlcal .

those that produce m effﬂcts m am~
. mals, they said. - ‘
Mirocha said , he consxders the
;- Taycotoxin prpject a service to the-
i country and stated that-he would
. have performed the analyses even if
he had known theirpurpose.'v s~ .
* Results of Mirocha's tests were cit-
| edina recent speech in West Germa-
F ny by Secretary of State Alexander M.
-Haig Jr,-who was on an acknowl-
- edged public relations campaign to
stress theSoviet threatand to empha-
" size the need to match Sovxet m.mtary‘
strengtm . : -
Haig said ‘he Bad” posxtiVe evxdence'

~-«..

hat chemical warfare ‘was- being

) “were later toned down by the State

+ they wére analyzing plant ‘samples

_ ment. State Department officials said , umversxty research comnmittee, said |
they would evenmally release the "he was.alse unaware-of the project,.|.

 full results. - : radding that the university would be-
-Mirocha's work has been so guard-" reluctant to get involved in any work -
ed that employees 1n his laboratory relaunﬂ to biclogical warfare. “Uni-

were unaware until recently t that versmesdontwagewar”hesald. J

' Mirocha said he did npot inform-

" information to ‘- muster annSowet

waged in Indochina. Byt his remarks

_ Department, which tarmed the evx--|
* dencepreliminary.”™ -~ ‘viEryv. s

The scientific commumty Has re-
“acted ‘with skepticisnt to thé-disclo-
sures, and there hasbeenr  speculation
_that the administration is using the’

sentiment and gain support ror us.
military bmldups. . “Ita

- collected by the intelligence commu- higher officials of the project:be-"
“nity ffom sites in Southeast Asia, - cause he was unaware uatil recently
.'whereé thie government suspects that of the purpose of the analyses. State--
Vietniamese troops have waged chem- ~ Department officials said that the ]
_ical warfare. The Teaf and stem s sam-" secrecy was necessary to ensure that..
ples were analyzed for mycotoxin, a ' the test results were unbiased and’,
- natural chemical poison thatthe US.” free from - political complications. |
government suspects the Soviets-of - Department spokesman Fred Selick '}
deve!opmo mto a potennal bxologxcal said that much of the information on ||
weapon. . .. : the mycotoxin project remained. clas-

Mycotoxms are frequently found sified.*We'll release it whenthe time

-in moldy animal-feed and produce™’ lsrxght"S-ellcksald. B

much the-same. reaction in armimals.™ -
‘that they do in humans. Those reac- .
‘tions include skin blisters, internal

_ bleeding. convuisiors and death.

" The project drew immediate criti-
~&ism from some-officials, who cited
.past; controversies. over ‘consulting
pro_pects.undertaken by: individual:
professors as well as the university’s.
: past-involvement in development of
“biological warfare agents;. =
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Laboratory'employea said one of
the toxins within the compound

chemical was found at levels nearly
‘10 times the amounts normally found-
in animal feed containing the moid. |

The levels were much hmher than :
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